Depression and axis II disorders: comorbidity and relationship to cooperativeness.
The diagnosis of depression and Axis II personality disorders have been found to co-occur in people, and the purpose of this paper is to examine the relationships between chronicity of depression and Axis II diagnosis. We assessed for the prevalence of two Axis II disorders, Antisocial Personality Disorder (APD) and Borderline Personality Disorder (BPD). Patients who were evaluated in a tertiary care center were diagnosed as having Chronic Major Depressive Disorder (CMDD), Dysthymic disorder (DD), or Acute Major Depressive Disorder (AMDD). We expected the prevalence of Axis II disorders to increase with increasing depression chronicity. Cloninger et al. (1993, Arch Gen Psychiatry 50:975-988; 1994) have proposed that temperament and character factors may be predictors of personality disorders. The instrument originally developed to measure these factors was the Tri-dimensional Personality Questionnaire (TPQ), which was later revised to produce the Temperament and Character Inventory (TCI). There is evidence that TCI scores help predict the presence of Axis II disorders. We hypothesized that one component of the TCI, cooperativeness, would be lower in CMDD than DD or AMDD, reflecting a relationship between Axis II disorders and chronicity of depression. From our sample, no patients had APD and there was not a significant difference between the number of patients with BPD in each of the depression groups. Furthermore, there was not a significant difference between cooperativeness scores among each of the groups. The implications of these findings are discussed.